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The Ballance of Power, or a 
Compariſon of the Strength of 
the Emperor and the French 
King. | 


SIR, 


F a Firſt Miniſter were, to conduct him- 
ſelf by the Advice of Sw: and T—! —a 
in matters of Religion, D— F— and 
D——: of Trade, ſome Gentlemen I 

have in my Thoughts of Publick Credit, and 
others I could name of Politicks; no Man 
could with any reaſon complain of the Ad- 
miniſtration being founded upon too narrow 
a bottom. DV. 157 FM 

But tho I have as juſt a Deference as I 
ought for the Judgment of thoſe able Coun- 
{ellors; yet if in their reſpective Provinces, 
every one of them ſhould adviſe the giving 
Spain and the Weft Indies to the Duke of An- 
jou by a Peace, and diſſuade the recovering 
thoſe Kingdoms by a War for the Emperor, 
t would not be poſſible for me to be of their 
Opinion. FEET 


yy 3 If 
/ . ; 


nne . 
LY * _ 


e by 

If Spain ſhould be given to the Duke of 
Anjou, I ſhould not believe, for the Reaſons 
in the Letter to a Member of the Otober-Clab, 
that either our Church, or Trade, or Credit, 


or State could be ſecur'd; as, on the con- 


trary, I ſhould believe they would be all out 
of Danger, if, with his o, n Hereditar 
Dominions, the Emperor ſhould be poſſeſs'd 


of the whole Spaziſh Monarchy: And for 


this I {hall give my Reafons in this Letter. 
The whole Subject of all our neweſt De- 
clamations is the Ballance of Power, and the 


- formidable Greatneſs of the Emperor: tho 


he has now, for almoſt a year, ſucceeded to 
all the Hereditary Countries of his Brother, 
we never heard till very lately that he was 
tod dangerous to be truſted with more Po- 
minions. This looks very much as if all o- 
ther Means had fail'd, and therefore this 
Doctrine is juſt now ſtarted: the People are 
to be taught that a Ballance of Power is ne- 
ceſſary; in order to its being deſtroy'd, they 
are to be perſuaded, by the fear of imagi- 


nary Dangers, to embrace their certain Ruin. 


I ſhall therefore, in a few words, explain 


this Ballance of Power : Whea this is done, 
I believe we ſhall have no very great Reaſons 


to apprehend any Danger from the Em- 
peror. | 


The Power of a Prince may then be faid 


to be ballanc'd, when the Strength and Uni- 


on of his Neighbours are ſufficient to pre- 
1 vent 


3 


great, as of one alone. 
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vent the farther. Increaſe of his Dominions : 


and when either this Strength or Union 
ſhallonce fail, he may go on without Inter- - 


ruption; and as ſoon as he ſhall have devour'd 
one Province, he will preſently have a bet- 


ter Appetite to another; for a Stomach is 

ſeldom pall'd by ſuch Meals. v2 45514 
If the Strength is. not equal, the whole 

Diſpute is at end; but the want of Union 


will prove the ſame thing. And therefore 


three ſeveral States, every one of which is 
equivalent toa third part of the ſtrength of 
a Neighbour Prince, in all human reaſon 
can never be able, to give him much Inter- 
ruption, ſince the Union of three independent, 
Powers was hardly ever known to be fo 
And if only one 
of three ſhould lie quiet, the other two 
would be an eaſy Prey. So that the Rule 
of Geometry, that Wholes with equal Parts 
are all equal, would certainly fail in Politics; 
ſince a Confederacy with three equal Parts 
to thoſe of a ſingle State, would not be equal 


to the whole for want of Union. 


There are many Reaſons why -the Union 
betwixt them muſt needs fail. If there ſhould 
be at the Head of one of the independent 
States a Prince of little Wiſdom, under the 
Influence of evil Counſellors, that would 


have leſs regard to their Maſter's Intereſt 


than their own, that would think to find 
their owg Account even in the Ruin of their 
A 3 Country: 


Country: Such a Prince is likely to be de- 
luded by their Artifices, to ſit ſtill While his 

Neighbours are deftroy'd. He that thinks 
otherwiſe, is defir'd to tell whether Charles 


II. of England was not too much under the 
Influence of crafty Miniſters, and She-Favou- 


* 


Was laid aileep, while Lewis XIV. was mak- 
the Netherlands... Tis plain, that France alone 
the Weakneſs of the Prince, or the Corrup- 


into their Affiſtance. In this Inſtance, and 
by ſuch Means, one of thoſe States, which 
could only help to make the Ballance of 


yet if he has not the whole Power in him- 


may be the ſame. We had a ſad Inſtance of 


tleman, who thinks this the beſt Parliament 


tires ; or elſe by what quieting Draughts he 
ing his Conqueſts upon Spain, Germany, and 
was ſuperior to all thoſe Powers; and yet by 


tion of the Courtiers, England never came 


Power, was then kept to her Neutrality ; and 
France was ſuffer'd to rite ſo high, as has ſince 
coft us above a hundred Millions to take her 
down. | SS. 
But if a Prince were as wile as Solomon, 


ielf, if he muſt depend upon the States of his 
Country for his Whole Supplies, the Cate 


this in the late King, whoſe Supplies were 
very often to be rais'd, when the Seaſon for 
Action was far advanc'd. And every Gen- 


that ever was, muft believe we have had 
ſome that were not fo good. And what has 
been our own Caſe, may happen to be ſo 2- 
| | gain; 


8 
8 
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diſintereſted People in the World, This 18 
another Inſtance that may happen to deſtroy 
the Union, which is fo neceſſary to this Bal- 
lance of Power. A _ of England ean ne- 
ver be fate of adding any weight to al Al- 
liance, till he can be firſt aſſur'd that his Par- 
lament ſhat be of his own Opinion. 
And tho the Rulers of a Country, which 
helps to make this Ballance, were Ferſbns of 
the greateſt Wiſclom, and the moſt abſolute 
Power, yet they may ſometimes be fere'd, 


by the general Bent * Inclination of their 


_ le — + Peace, when War would be 
60 7 their Intereſt. The States General 


— ſometimes yielded to accept an unſafe 


Peace, thro tlie mere Impatience of their 
Subpetts: So that when their Allies have 
ſometimes call's for theit briskeſt Reſolu- 
tions, they have anfwer'd very ſmartly, Que 
profendes vous done, Meſſietrs, de fair nous de- 
fehirer par la C nail? What 40 you pretend 
then, Sits, to make us be torn in pieces by 
the Rabble ? We have an Inftance of this in 
the Memoirs of Sir William Teniple. It was 
this neral Inelination of their People that 
forc'd the States upon the ſeparate Peace of 
1 ae the Inelinhation of their 
Allies: And if this at any time ſhould be 


the Caſe, the Union muſt be broken; and the 
| Ballance would be deftroy'd. 
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1 uhleſs it ſhall be Mid thee the Hleftors = 
Are 5 wiſeſt, the moſt conſtant, the moſt 
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And ſo it would often be by the Remote- 
neſs of any one of the ballancing States from 
preſent Danger. If three or more Princes 
are not able to ballance the Power of a Po- 
tentate but by the greateſt Union, and with 
their whole Forces, it muſt be extreme Folly 
in any one to ſhorten his Quota, becauſe the 
others are neareſt to the Danger. All the 
Conſequence of this is, Dam ſinguli pugnant, 
ee vincuntur: If they reſolve to fight on- 
ly in their Turns, in their Turns they are 
ſure to be deſtroy'd. The Prince, at the 
greateſt diſtance from Danger, ought in rea- 
ſon to expect no other favour than that of 
Ulyſſes from Polhphemus, to be devour'd the 
laſt of his Companions. And yet nothing is 
more common, than that a little diſtance 
from Danger begets a great deal of Secu- 
rity ; as we ſee in all the Wars between 
France and the Empire : tho the latter, with 
exerting her whole Power, would not be a 
Match for the former; yet only the Circles 

of Saabia, Franconia, and the Rhine, ſhall en- 
gage with their whole Forces, and the re- 
moter Princes hardly furniſh their bare Quo- 
ta's; when, on the other hand, in France, 
which is under the abſolute Dominion of one 

Man, every the remoteſt Subject from the 

Danger, is oblig'd to contribute with his 

whole Power to the War. 

Beſides the Cauſes I have mention'd, 

Revenge, Anger, and other Paſſions to 
| which 


which Princes are as much ſubject as private 
Perſons, ſhall often fall in to break that U- 
nion, which is ſo neceſſary betwixt inde- 
pendent States for their common Support, 
and for preſerving the Ballance of Power. 
And therefore if we were to yield up Spain 
to the Duke of Anjou, and ſhould preſently 
after find our ſelves oppteſs'd in all the Bran- 
ches of our Trade, as is demonſtrated by the 
- Letter to the Oftober-Club, to whom ſhould 
T we fly for Relief? To the Emperor? Is it 


(d > —— — 19 Ye © 


wo 


e KB not natural for him to anſwer, that ſince we 
L- would not fight for his Dominions, he ſhall 
F not concern himſelf for our Trade? 

e If we have no other way to defend our 
8 ſelves againſt the Power of the greateſt Po- 
e tentate, than by the firmeſt Union, and the 
[= whole Forces of three or more independent 
n States, the Lord have Mercy upon us! Such 
h an Union, for the Reaſons I have given, 
a ſeems hardly practicable. Our preſent grand 
8 Alliance is thought almoſt a Miracle, and is 


not to be depended on as a Precedent for our 
future Confidence. And even at this time 
there are Complaints that ſome of the Allies 
are not ſo very hearty, and that they will 
not be brought to furniſh their whole Quo- 
ta's; whilſt we live in perpetual Alarms of 
Practices upon one State or another to break 
off from the Grand Alliance. A Confedera- 
cy therefore of ſeveral States is not ſufficient 
to ballance the Power of a ſingle Dotenoethe 
18 
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This can i be done oaly 
Prince, of equal, ot 25 much inferiour 
Power. 80 long as there ſhall be an Equall. 
ty, or not mucli Difference, bet wixt wo the 
greateſt Potentates ; a leſſer State, ſuch as 
England or Holland, will be — able, 
without any other Aſſiſtance, to throw the 
Ballance on either fide, and oblige both the 
Parties to be contented with their own ; {6 
that in ſuch an Equality only confiſts the 
whole Ballance of Power. 

Let us fee then, if we can diſcover, 
which of the two would be the moſt powerful 
Monarch, the French King with the Duke of 
Anjou upon the Spaniſh Throne, or the Em- 
peror with all his own Heredi itafy Coun- 
tries and the whole Span Monarchy: The 
Oy of this Matter would put an end to 
our preſent Controverſy. 

N in every Year of her War from 
the Peace of the Hyrenees te that of Reſwyck, 
has maintain d in Gariſon and in the Field 
at teaſt Two Hundred and Fifty Thouſand 
Horſe and Foot; and, as often as ſhe pleagd, 
has been able to equip 2 Naval Power, fuf- 
Fcient to contend with either the Datoh or 
the Exelifs Fleets, tho not with botls toge- 
ther. By her annual Supplies of Mony from 
her fore: 5 Trade, the was aus able to 


ſubfife the greateſt part of het Armies in the 
Fnemies Countries, or upOn 


the Frontiers of 
her own. This then aviſt be effeem'd the 
Power 


by a Nelghbour | 
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I think it plainly appears, by the Letter to 
the October-Club, that the Conſequence of 
yielding Spain to the Duke of Anjos by a 
Peace, would be the making the French King 
Maſter of Speiz and Portugal, of all the Spa- 


iſh and Portugueſe Indies, and of all the 


Treaſures of thoſe Countries. The Expe- 


dient to prevent it, by delivering into our 


hands Cadiz and Gibraltar, Port Mahone and 
Portobel, and I know not what Forts in the 
South-Sea, would only burden us with a 
Charge to no purpaſe. All the Bullion of 
America would, for the Reafons in that Let- 


ter, find its laſt Settlement in Fance. I be- 


lieve every Man will imagine, that the Gold 

and Silver imported annually from the I- 
dies, are of the Value of Ten Millions. I 
am fully per ſuaded, that every Prince is able 
to raiſe twice as much upon his Subjects, as 
ſhall be annually gain'd by their foreign 
Trade; ſince the greateſt part of the Sums, 
which fhall be rais'd in this manner, will be 
expended in his own Countries. Ten Years 
Peace, and fuch a Revenue, would diſcharge 


all the Debts of that Crown. And whenſo- 


ever France ſhall pleaſe to renew her Wars, a 
Revenue of Twenty Millions will furniſh out 
2 Power both at Land and Sea, which al 

ER | the 


the. reſt of Europe will never be able to look 
in the Face, eſpecially of Europe growing ſo 
much poorer in proportion as France ſhall in- 
creaſe in Riches. I think there can be no 
manner of queſtion, but the Power of Fance 
would be at leaſt doubled. cle 
This then was the Power of Fance alone, 
viz, Two Hundred and Fifty Thouſand 
Horſe and Foot, and a Fleet equal to that of 
England or Holland, till the time of our late 
happy Revolution: her Succeſſes in all her 
Wars ſince the Pyrenean Treaty, till we came 
in to have our Part in the Qparrel, were eve- 
ry where undiſputed, againſt Spain, Germany, 
and the Netherlands : And by theſe Succeſſes 
ſhe was rais'd at laſt ſo high, that it has been 
the Work of Twenty Years, and of almoſt 
all Europe, to take her down. The whole 
Power of the Houſe of Auſtria, in both the 
Spaniſh and German Branches of that Family, 
had been engag'd againſt her, with large Aſ- 
ſiſtance from the Circles of the Empire, and 
the whole Fleets and Armies of the United 
Provinces : Yet all theſe Potentates were not 
able to withitand the Efforts of that ſingle 
Kingdom. Her Power was ſtill ſuperior to 
that Alliance; and it a Deduction had been 
made of the Forces of the Circles, and of 
the United Provinces, it is viſible the whole 
Strength of the Houſe of Auſtria had not 
been equal to three Fifths of the Land For- 
ces of the French King, nor indeed to one 
half of his whole Power. What 


+. 


What Alteration then would be made 


by the Union of all the Auſtria» Dominions 
under the Perſon of the Emperor ? Only 
this, that the whole Strength of thoſe Coun- 


tries, which were exerted againſt France be- . 


fore, are ſure to be united againſt her for e- 


ver. But the Emperor by this Union will 


not be able to make himſelf Maſter of Por- 


tugal, ſince France with a ſuperior Power 
will be always ready to oppoſe any Attempts 
of that nature. Nor will the Emperor be 
able to poſſeſs himſelf of the Riches of Peru 
and Mexico, ſince his Spaniſh Subjects cannot 
furniſh thoſe Colonies with ſuch Manufac- 
tures as are wanted there, nor can the reſt 
of the Imperial Dominions furniſh Spain. 
Peru and Mexico in this Caſe muſt have the 
Goods of Exgland, France and Holland; and 
therefore England, France and Holland will 
come in for their Shares of that Mony. So 
that by this Union, the Riches of the An- 
ſtrian Countries are not likely to be increas'd, 
nor conſequently their whole Power.. 
But if, for Argument's fake, it ſhall be 

yielded, that by this Union under one and 
the ſame Head, there would be made to the 
Auſtrian Dominions an addition of new 
Strength, equivalent to one third part of 
their old: And if it ſhall alſo be contended, 

that France, by the Calamities of her late 
Wars, has ſuffer'd the Diminution of one 


third part of her whole Power; theſe two 


Potentates 


(14 ) 
Potentates would be but equal. Where then 
would be this exorbitant Grandure of the 
Emperor ? How could the Ballance of Power 
be ſaid to be deſtroy d? What is there that 
we ought to deſire ſo much as an Equality 

of thoſe Princes? Would not then either Eg. 

| land or Holland, or even an inferior State, be 
| able at all times to caſt the Ballance on either 
fide, keep thofe Princes to their good Beha- 
viour, and preſerve the Peace of Europe? 
Ik any one thinks I have not fairly caſt up 

this Account, I ſhould deſire him to falſify 
it in any Part, and reftiff my Miſtakes. 
He ought to ſhew wherein I have fallen 

mort in the Power of the Emperor, and ex: 
ceeded in that of Frauce, the only proper 
way of bringing this Matter to an Iſſue. 

But if inlie of rectifying my Miſtakes, 
any Writer ſhould endeavour to throw Duſt 
in my Eyes; if inſtead of an Anſwer, he 
ſhould only offer a Heap of comparative and 
ſuperlative Words, without any certain Senſe 
or Meaning; if he ſhould enumerate the ſe- 
veral Titles of the Emperor, without ſhew- 
wg the Importance of his Dominions ; if 
he ſhould go about to ſhew the antient 
Strength of the Houſe of Auſtria, or the an- 
tient Weakneſs of France, without comparing 
them with their preſent Condition: If he 
fhould tell me, that King William was for a 
Treaty of Partition, without fhewing that 
he was forc'd te it by the ill Diſpoſit ion of 


his 
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his People for a New War, and that even 


then that Prince was not for leaving Spain 
with the Houſe of Bourbon: Laſtly, if he 
ſhould tell me of the Ballance of Power, 
without N. Nr of the Princes to the 
Scales, 1 ſhall e en be contented with any of 
theſe Anſwers, becauſe no better is to be 
expected. And I do beforchand aſſure the 
Author of any ſuch Anfwer, that I ſhall ac- 


quit him of the Reproach of being a merce- 


nary Writer, ſince I cannot believe that any 


Gentleman in his Senfes would beftow Wa- 
ges upon ſuch a Scribler. | 


Nov. 10. 1711. 1 am, OF, "A 
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Letter to a Member of the OfHober- 8 eving, 
T hatſto yield Spain to the Duke of - Anjou by a Peace, 
would be the Rain of Great Britain. Part icularly demonſtra- 
ting theſe unhappy Conſequences. 1. That we ſhould loſe 
A Revenue of e dtibiene anda half now comiug in by 
5 e en 2. That a Million of out, Peopſe would be: 
3 5 tfv'd of their Employments, and muſt come the Lands 
rewe 3. K = that all the 55 of Great 
0 


4 Preſent 
Juſt | "IS 4 0 7 5 7 
2888 10 Ke or che Fi” > IM uences of '& Treaty 


Wes trance. Wberein it is proyd;r1 That the Principles 
| . whaceby the French, \ Ling gOVETLns himſelf, will not allow 
rea 


hin tq obferve an ty longer than it is for his Intereſt 
to break it. T hat! he has always/aum'd Atithe Union ofe the 
Crowns of France and Spain fince the Pyrenean Treaty. That, 
notwithſtanding 577 oi Pretenccs to the contrary, ſuch, is his 
Pegerat this And, That nothing? 1 Pre vent it 


5 . to reduce his { Wa to fluch a Degree, as may perfectly 


break his Meaſures. _ 
BOUCHAIN; Ina Dialogue between the late Medley 


and Examiner. The Third Edition. 


Keflections on the Examizer's ſcandalous Peace. 
The Intereſt of Europe with reſpect to Peace and War, 


94 W iecanlider'd, 1. Whether it be ſafe fox. the. Allies 

to make a Peace in this Conjuncture. 2. Upon what Con- 

Aitions a Lafting Peace may be expected. 3. The Means 
_ for obtaining ſuch Conditions. 


A Letter concerning the Publick Debts, and particularly 
that of the Navy. 
A State of the Five and Thirty Millions, mention'd in 


the Report of a Committee of the Houſe of Commons. 


The Charge of God to Joſhua : In a Sermon preach'd be- 


; : fore his Grace the Duke 'of 2 =o Homes 2 75 
= */ September, 9. 171. being the Day of giving for paſ- 
> 1ng the Lines, 4 * takin S el By Þ 


rancis Hare, D. D. 
and Chaplain General of her Majeſty's s Forces in the of — 


Countries. 
A Letter to a Hiek-Churchnaa, inanſwer toa Pamphlet, 


AS: zntitled Reaſons why this Nation ſhould Rat. 4 ſpeedy End to this. 
3h . Expenſroc War, | 


Three Articles of the Grand Alliance, With the Late 


Lens Preliminaries of Peace, in the Year 1709. And an AC: 
=. _- count of, He ſeveral Succeſſes gain d os s Grace the pile 


- — xc. . 
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